
 

 

MINUTES 
OF THE 

LA PAZ COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Monday, January 4, 2016, 10:00 a.m. 

Regular Meeting 
 
 

  Chairman Irwin called the January 4, 2016, regular meeting of the La Paz County 
Board of Supervisors to order at 10:00 a.m.  Elected Officials and Department Heads present were:  
Chairman Irwin, Supervisor Wilson, Supervisor Clapperton, County Administrator/Clerk of the 
Board Field, Deputy County Attorney Buckelew, Public Works Director Simmons, Shop Director 
Braska, Human Resources Director Frantz, Recorder Baker, Assessor Schuler, Administrative 
Director Yackley, Superior Court Clerk Spielman, Sheriff Drum, Elections Director Scholl; and 
Deputy Clerk of the Board Green. 
 
  Chairman Irwin led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the Invocation given by 
Pastor Julian Barbara of Calvary Christian Fellowship.  
 
 
Current Event Summary 
 
  County Administrator Field stated there would be several different meetings from 
different entities regarding water issues in the La Paz County, an area of growing priority for the 
State.  He added that, for this reason, discussions will be prompted regarding the water options 
available for residents. 
 
  A brief discussion ensued noting that a worksession would be held by the Board of 
Supervisors on January 14, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. to discuss some of the issues.  
 
  Chairman Irwin added that there will be the installation of the first Arizona Peace 
Trails sign marking where the trail starts in the Bouse area, on January 6, 2016.   
 
  She added that it has been a pleasure to work on this project.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  (Discussion and possible action on the following items): 
 
  County Administrator Field presented for approval Consent Agenda Items #4(a) 
through #4(g). 
 
 4(a) Approval of Minutes 
 
  Approve the minutes of the Monday, December 21, 2015, 10:00 a.m. regular meeting 
and 1:00 p.m. worksession. 
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 4(b) Approval of Payroll 
 
  Approve December 13, 2015, through December 26, 2015, gross payroll, as 
presented, in the amount of $418,838.09, plus employer benefit contributions of $98,550.64, for a 
total of $517,388.73, including handwritten warrants.  
 
 4(c) Approval of Demands  
 
  Approve the demands, as presented, for FY2015/2016, in the amount of 
$673,243.24, including handwritten warrants.  
 
 4(d) Approve to appoint member to the Personnel Appeals Board – Board of 
Supervisors 
 
  Approve to appoint Shahir Barsoum as member to the La Paz County Personnel 
Appeals Board, effective January 4, 2016; term expiring February 15, 2019. 
 

4(e) Approve to appoint the position of Courtroom Clerk/Assistant Jury 
Commissioner – Superior Court Clerk (Replacement) 

 
 Approve to appoint Jennifer Villaneda to the position of Courtroom Clerk/Assistant 

Jury Commissioner, for the Superior Court Clerk’s Office, a vacant, budgeted position at an annual 
salary of $31,993.73 (NE015, Step 5) effective January 4, 2016. 

 
4(f) Approve recommendation to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses & 

Control for Application for Special Event License submitted by Susan Elizabeth Dewar on 
behalf of the Tri-Valley Improvement Association for their Annual Fundraising Dinner and 
Auction benefiting Tri-Valley Improvement Association and Friends of Centennial Library on 
Saturday, February 13, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., located at the Centennial Community Center, 
69725 Centennial Park Road, in Wenden – Board of Supervisors 

 
 Approve recommendation of approval to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses 

& Control for Application for Special Event License submitted by Susan Elizabeth Dewar on behalf 
of the Tri-Valley Improvement Association for their Annual Fundraising Dinner and Auction 
benefiting Tri-Valley Improvement Association and Friends of Centennial Library on Saturday, 
February 13, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., located at the Centennial Community Center, 69725 Centennial 
Park Road, in Wenden. 
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4(g) Approve recommendation to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses & 
Control for Application for Special Event License submitted by McMullen Valley Chamber of 
Commerce for their 23rd Annual Great Arizona Outback Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, 
February 20, 2015, located at the Centennial Community Center, 69725 Centennial Park 
Road, in Wenden – Board of Supervisors 

 
 Approve recommendation of approval to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses 

& Control for Application for Special Event License submitted by McMullen Valley Chamber of 
Commerce for their 23rd Annual Great Arizona Outback Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, February 20, 
2015, located at the Centennial Community Center, 69725 Centennial Park Road, in Wenden. 

 
 SUPERVISOR WILSON MOVED to approve Consent Agenda Items # 4(a) 

through #4(g).  Motion seconded by Supervisor Clapperton, passed unanimously.  
 

 
Chairman Irwin recessed the Board of Supervisors and convened the Jail District Board of 
Directors at 10:06 a.m. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  (Discussion and possible action on the following items): 
 
  County Administrator Field presented for approval Jail Consent Agenda Items #5(a) 
and #5(b).   
 
 5(a) Approval of Jail District Payroll 
 
  Approve December 13, 2015, through December 26, 2015, gross payroll, as 
presented, in the amount of $59,448.10, plus employer benefit contributions of $12,989.06, for a 
total of $72,437.16, including handwritten warrants.  
 
 5(b) Approval of Jail District Demands 
 
  Approve the Jail District demands as presented, for FY2015/2016, in the amount of 
$15,636.20, including handwritten warrants. 
 
  SUPERVISOR CLAPPERTON MOVED to approve Jail Consent Agenda Items 
#5(a) and #5(b).  Motion seconded by Supervisor Wilson, passed unanimously.  
 
 
Chairman Irwin recessed the Jail District Board of Directors and reconvened the Board of 
Supervisors at 10:07 a.m. 
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REGULAR AGENDA (Discussion and possible action on the following items): 
 
Tax Roll Corrections – Assessor 
 
  Chief Deputy Assessor Jones presented nineteen (19) tax roll corrections as follows 
with the net amount of -$32,282.18: 
 
  #2012.TRC.458S1 -$124.84 #2013.TRC.458S1 -$24.16 
  #2014.TRC.458S1 -$20.32 #2014.TRC.458S2 -$244.36 
  #2015.TRC.453S25 -$47.10 #2015.TRC.455S3 -$172.98 
  #2015.TRC.455S5 -$103.50 #2015.TRC.455S6 -$211.78 
  #2015.TRC.455S12 -$402.66 #2015.TRC.455S17 -$351.60 
  #2015.TRC.455S18 -$140.46 #2015.TRC.455S19 -$140.46 
  #2015.TRC.455S20 -$772.20 #2015.TRC.458S3 -$21,515.98 
  #2015.TRC.458S4 -$7,175.92 #2015.TRC.458S6 -$171.58 
  #2015.TRC.458S9 -$22.46 #2015.TRC.458S12 -$255.40 
  #2015.TRC.458S15 -$384.42 
 
  SUPERVISOR WILSON MOVED to approve nineteen (19) tax roll corrections 
with the net amount of -$32,282.18, as resented by Chief Deputy Assessor Jones on behalf of 
Assessor Schuler.  Motion seconded by Supervisor Clapperton, passed unanimously.  
 
 
Approve adoption of Resolution No. 2016-01, in support of the State of Arizona’s study efforts 
regarding the potential transfer of Federal lands to the State of Arizona – Board of 
Supervisors 
 
  Supervisor Wilson stated that the issue of the control of Federal lands is a “hot topic” 
in the State, and the joint legislators have formed a study committee on the subject.  He added that 
this topic is also of concern to environmentalist groups.  He felt it appropriate that the Board of 
Supervisors voiced support of such a committee to discuss the issues. 
 
  He read the resolution in its entirety. 
 
  SUPERVISOR WILSON MOVED to adopt Resolution No. 2016-01, in support of 
the State of Arizona’s study efforts regarding the potential transfer of Federal lands to the State of 
Arizona.  Motion seconded by Supervisor Clapperton, passed unanimously.  
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Approve to ratify acceptance of the Race to the Top Federal grant from the West Central 
Regional Service Center (WCRSC), providing grant funds to La Paz County Education 
Service Center for professional development course work for all county school districts – 
Education Services Agency 
 
  Chief Deputy School Superintendent Rohde requested ratification of a grant received 
from the Race to the Top Federal grant from the West Central Regional Service Center (WCRSC), 
providing $19,250 to La Paz County Education Service Center for professional development 
courses all county school districts including Bicentennial, Bouse, Parker, Quartzsite, Salome and 
Wenden.  She added that there were no matching funds required for this grant.  
 
  SUPERVISOR CLAPPERTON MOVED to ratify acceptance of the Race to the 
Top Federal grant from the West Central Regional Service Center (WCRSC), providing $19,250 to 
La Paz County Education Service Center for professional development courses for all county school 
districts including Bicentennial, Bouse, Parker, Quartzsite, Salome and Wenden; (with no matching 
funds required for this grant.)  Motion seconded by Chairman Irwin, passed unanimously.  
 
 
Approve to donate Health Department cargo van to the St. Vincent de Paul Society – Board of 
Supervisors 
 
  County Administrator Field presented a request to donate a Health Department van 
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  He noted that he received correspondence from the County 
Attorney’s office that questioned the County’s ability to donate a vehicle.  He stated that the St. 
Vincent De Paul Society was active in providing food boxes to the Wenden and Ehrenberg area on a 
monthly basis; delivered hot meals; and picked up donations of food from local food markets as 
well as clothing and other items from the public.   
 
  He stated the van was surplus inventory and he asked Deputy County Attorney 
Buckelew if there was a way for the County to contract for the transfer of the van for the purposes 
of food delivery to the public. 
 
  Deputy County Attorney Buckelew stated that statute described how the County is to 
dispose property at A.R.S. §§§11-251.9; 251.56; and 251.58; however, there was no provision 
stated for the donation of property to another County government or to a charity.  
 
  He added that he believed there was some way to handle the situation, depending 
upon the blue book value of the vehicle.  
 
  County Administrator Field requested that the Board continue the item to the next 
regular meeting to determine what course to take. 
 
  CHAIRMAN IRWIN MOVED to continue to the Tuesday, January 19, 2016, 
10:00 a.m. regular meeting, the request for approval to donate a Health Department van to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society.  Motion seconded by Supervisor Clapperton, passed unanimously.  
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Approve to ratify Service and License Agreement Contract with Civic Plus for website 
services and maintenance, a budgeted item – IT 
 
  County Administrator Field requested approval to ratify a Service and License 
Agreement Contract with Civic Plus for website services and maintenance.  He stated that Civic 
Plus was offering a reduction $11,000 to contract with them before December 31, 2015. 
 
  He explained that the adjusted three-year period contract would run $21,830; with a 
yearly licensing fee of $4,070. 
 
  He described the services; other governmental entities that use it; security 
advantages; bill payment features; and other important features provided for public use and 
information.  
 
  He noted that some services provided would include services the County currently 
pays for from other providers; therefore, the contract would provide a reduction in cost for these 
services, as well as provide other needed services.  He added that these needs were already 
budgeted for by the IT Department.  
 
  Supervisor Clapperton asked if this service would provide a link for the live-
streaming of the Board meetings over the internet.  
 
  County Administrator Field stated that Civic Plus would be able to provide this 
service and any other, simply at the County’s request.  He added that the serviced provided 
appeared to offer what the County wanted at the budgeted amount.  
 
  Supervisor Wilson stated that the upgrade to the web service is “desperately” needed, 
noting that the County is out of statutory compliance on several issues with the current website.  
 
  Discussion ensued on the addendum that Deputy County Attorney Buckelew added 
to the contract that appeared not to be included in the Board’s meeting copy, although agreement to 
all conditions was referenced in Section 18 of the contract.  
 
  County Administrator Field stated that the contract still remains to be subject to the 
Board’s approval, although requesting ratification.  He added that a copy of the addendum would be 
added to the packet.  
 
  SUPERVISOR WILSON MOVED to approve ratification of a Service and License 
Agreement Contract with Civic Plus for website services and maintenance, a budgeted item (as 
presented); to include Addendum A as specified in Section 18 of the contract; and approve to 
authorize the County Administrator to sign the contract.  Motion seconded by Supervisor 
Clapperton, passed unanimously.  
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Approve to appoint the Arizona Attorney General's Office to represent La Paz County in 
Solarcity Corp. et al v. Arizona Department of Revenue et al, Arizona Tax Court case no. 
TX2015-000240, a tax appeal for tax year 2016 regarding central valuation by the Department 
of plaintiffs' owned grid-tied photovoltaic systems – County Attorney/Assessor 
 
  Deputy County Attorney Buckelew stated that this item was a tax appeal regarding a 
number of utility companies involved in the solar industry that was currently suing the Department 
of Revenue as well as all the Counties associated with them, including La Paz County.  
 
  He explained it was with regard to the central valuations made by the Arizona 
Department of Revenue for tax year 2016 of the plaintiff’s grid tied photovoltaic systems.  He 
added the Department is already representing the County on a similar appeal.  
 
  SUPERVISOR CLAPPERTON MOVED to approve appointment of the Arizona 
Attorney General's Office to represent La Paz County in Solarcity Corp. et al v. Arizona 
Department of Revenue et al, Arizona Tax Court case no. TX2015-000240, a tax appeal for tax year 
2016 regarding central valuation by the Department of plaintiffs' owned grid-tied photovoltaic 
systems.  Motion seconded by Supervisor Wilson, passed unanimously.  
 
 
Call to the Public 
 
  Terry Sexson, residing on South McVay in the Bouse/Hope/Vicksburg area of the 
County, expressed at length his concern regarding the depleting sources of water in the 
McMullen/Butler Valley, and Renegras Plain Basin.  He stated that some residents have lost their 
well service due to the extreme fall of water levels since 2010, and the cost is becoming potentially 
“astronomical” to obtain water.  He further stated statistics regarding the use of water for agriculture 
purposes and its affect on the water aquifer.  
 
  He encouraged the public to attending any meetings conducted on these water issues, 
noting the tentative meeting mentioned by the Board of Supervisors for January 14, 2016.  
 
  Lieutenant Bagby and Sheriff Drum presented Colorado River Indian Tribe (CRIT) 
Police Chief Ponce with a letter of appreciation for good work with the tribes and the citizens of La 
Paz County.  
 
  Sheriff Drum added that Lieutenant Bagby had received an award of recognition 
from CRIT law enforcement, and felt that the County needed to reciprocate the acknowledgement to 
the deserving CRIT Chief.  
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Adjournment 
 
  Chairman Irwin adjourned the meeting at 10:37 a.m.   
 
 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
 
       ______/s/__________________ 
       Holly Irwin, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___/s/________________________ 
Dan Field, Clerk of the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following La Paz County demands were audited, approved and ordered paid by the La 
Paz County Board of Supervisors: #11120384, Abbey Stubbs & Ford LLC $7,500.00; 
#11120386, All American Air Conditioning $2,062.50; #11120388, Always on Time $1,048.50; 
#11120389, APS $7,191.57; #11120391, Atkins North America, Inc. $15,143.56; #11120392, AZ 
Counties Insurance Pool $1,140.93; #11120400, Bouse Fire District $4,137.02; #11120403, 
Buckskin Fire District $37,285.03; #11120405, Central Arizona Project $3,000.00; #11120411, 
Crockett Law Group PPLC $2,000.00; #11120412, Data Bank $5,891.52; #11120413, Davis 
Building Supply $2,893.50; #11120417, E Poly Star, Inc. $1,195.60; #11120418, Ecology Auto 
Parts $45,354.52; #11120420, Ehrenberg Fire District $7,815.62; #11120422, Emerald Canyon – 
Petty Cash $2,867.17; #11120423, Empire Southwest $42,016.93; #11120426, Frontier $10,879.00; 
#11120430, Hermosa Veterinary Clinic $1,424.94; #11120434, La Paz County Landfill $18,423.84; 
#11120437, La Paz County Treasurer $9,284.79; #11120441, Matthew Bender & Co., Inc. 
$1,224.27; #11120442, McMullen Fire District $4,564.51; #11120443, Mike’s Contracting, Inc. 
$11.305.77; #11120451, Parker Auto & Marine $3,484.96; #11120453, Parker Motor Co., Inc. 
$144,125.99; #11120454, Parker Oil Products $12,374.09; #11120458, Pitney Bowes $1,742.73; 
#11120459, Printing Plus $2,755.34; #11120460, Priyanka Miller $2,940.00; #11120461, Quartzsite 
Fire District $22,219.21; #11120465, Redburn Tire Company $8,802.23; #11120467, Relm 
Wireless Corporation $23,598.57; #11120472, SCD $1,254.92; #11120473, Scorecards Unlimited 
$2,059.28; #11120474, Southern Links, Inc. $1,267.95; #11120477, St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance 
$1,561.12; #11120479, Sudden Link $2,218.69; #11120480, Sysco Food Services $3,351.92; 
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#11120482, Tierra Caliente $1,566.00; #11120486, Verizon Wireless $3,157.55; #11120488, Wells 
Fargo Payment Remittance $6,336.57; #11120491, Western States Petroleum $2,539.20; 
#11120492, White Sheet $1,683.05; #11120495, Zumar Industries, Inc. $2,126.67; #11120497, 
Standard Insurance $11,358.20; #11120503, Arizona State Land Department $1,800.00; 
#11120510, Bankcard Center $2,075.21; #11120522, CSI USA Distribution $1,378.91; #11120529, 
Frame, Michael $10,027.50; #11120530, Gloria Eagle $1,437.50; #11120531, Gloria Hernandez 
$1,030.00; #11120532, Goldberg, David $4,292.50; #11120533, Growers Oil Company $7,794.54; 
#11120535, Honorable Robert Carter Olson $1,532.17; #11120537, Jacobsen West $37,833.98; 
#11120538, Jessica L. Quickle $12,240.00; #11120543, Krueger, Phillip $3,007.50; #11120549, 
MCI Mega Preferred $1,523.28; #11120558, Motorola $1,678.76; #11120560, Newman, Matthew 
$1,455.00; #11120572, Pima Co. Gov. Revenue Management $3,800.00; #11120573, Pima County 
Treasurer $6,900.00; #11120578, Pro-Vision Video Systems $3,510.00; #11120582, Radford, 
Michael $3,214.04; #11120586, Ronald Parker, MD $1,200.00; #11120588, Ruffner Law PLLC 
$2,812.50; #11120591, SBA Structures, LLC $8,776.16; #11120593, Schiff, Laurence MD 
$1,225.00; #11120595, Shamrock Food Company $2,461.57; #11120599, Simpson Norton Corp. 
$2,731.77; #11120603, Southwest Gas Corporation $1,045.36; #11120607, Staples $2,869.13; 
#11120615, TDS $1,134.57; #11120622, Walmart Business $2,368.43; #11120625, West Payment 
Center $1,403.22; #11120627, Western States Petroleum $1,667.59; #11120628, Westwood 
Pharmacy $1,646.49. 
 
 


