MINUTES
OF THE
LA PAZ COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Monday, July 28, 2014, 8:00 a.m.
Worksession

Chairman Wilson called the July 28, 2014, worksession of the La Paz County Board of
Supervisors to order at 8:00 a.m. Elected Officials and Department Heads present were: Chairman
Wilson, Supervisor Irwin, Supervisor Clapperton, County Administrator/Clerk of the Board Field,
Grant Administrator/Resource Coordinator Taft, Community Development Administrator Yackley,
Finance Director Hill; and Deputy Clerk of the Board Green. Members of the Library District
Exploratory Committee (LDEC) present: Jane Allbert, Chairman; Carol Brown, Secretary; and
members Sharon Hillhouse, Heather Huhtala, Ruthie Davis, and Billie Fowler.

Discussion and public input regarding a proposed La Paz County Library District

Chairman Wilson commended the Library District Exploratory Committee (LDEC) for
all the hard work and research it took to put information together for a library district. He admitted
that it was a “learning experience” for everyone involved.

He handed out information summarizing the process the committee went through
obtaining information as to a proposed district’s funding needs, the work of the libraries; and the
services they provide the public. He added that the key issue was to no longer be funded through the
County’s General Fund.

Deputy County Attorney Buckelew stated that he found that the library must become a
district in order to receive County funding through the General Fund.

Discussion ensued at length regarding the confusion relating to the formation of a
library district and the agreements necessary to enact to fund and operate them; and it was felt that
legislation needed to be revised to clarify these issues.

Chairman Wilson discussed how Yavapai County funded their libraries and the system
devised to do so. He was impressed with the services provided.

Supervisor Irwin stated that these issues were particularly important in view of the
recent discussion and public input regarding the County budget and taxes. She felt that County
residents should be able to vote on such an issue.

Discussion ensued regarding the election process, noting that signed petitions would
need to be obtained.
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Supervisor Clapperton expressed he agreed with Supervisor Irwin that the public
needed to be able to decide on such an issue that would require additional taxes.

County Administrator Field stated that he felt statue needed to be clarified in any event;
particularly regarding the use of General Funds to support a library; and to give authority to the County
to refer the formation of a library district to a vote.

Chairman Wilson also commented that he did not want to impose additional taxes
without public input.

Discussion ensued regarding the cost of libraries, highlighting ebook and internet
services; and the inadequacy of their internet service in the Bouse area.

Ms. Brown expressed thanks to Chairman Wilson for the time he invested in assisting
the committee.

Chairman Wilson suggested that the County submit proposed legislation through the
County Supervisors Association’s legislation summit in October 2014 that would allow a clear path for
library district formation either through referendum and/or General Fund support.

He discussed a sample cost allocation based on the Yavapai County model, noting that
it presented the services provided, how they were compensated; values assessed and “weighed” by
allotted percentages.

He suggested that the Board come back in four or five months to report feedback from
the constituents in their district.

Supervisor Irwin stated that it was important that the committee get the necessary
information out to the public; the public would be more open to listen and possibly feel it would more

than just an additional tax.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Wilson adjourned the worksession

at 9:21 a.m.
APPROVED:
ATTEST: /sl
D. L. Wilson, Chairman
/sl

Dan Field, Clerk of the Board



