MINUTES
OF THE
LA PAZ COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Monday, September 22, 2014, 10:00 a.m.
Worksession

Chairman Wilson called the September 22, 2014, worksession of the La Paz County
Board of Supervisors to order at 10:00 a.m. Elected Officials and Department Heads present were:
Chairman Wilson, Supervisor Irwin, Supervisor Clapperton, County Administrator/Clerk of the
Board Field, Sheriff Drum, Community Development Administrator Yackley, Community
Resource/Grant Administrator Taft, Parks Director Bennett; and Deputy Clerk of the Board Green.
Others present from the Bureau of Land Management were: John MacDonald, Yuma Field
Manager; Roxie Trost, Colorado River District Manager; and Arturo Lopez, Assistant Field
Manager for Recreation.

Discussion and presentation by Bureau of Land Management (BLM) regarding the status of
the La Posa Travel Management Plan

Chairman Wilson turned the meeting over to Supervisor Irwin, stating that this item
was a topic that Supervisor Irwin was particularly knowledgeable of the issues involved.

Supervisor Irwin thanked Representative Sonny Borelli for being present at the
worksession.

Roxie Trost, BLM Colorado River District Manager, thanked the Board for holding
the worksession for the purpose of addressing public concerns. She noted that BLM was looking to
“roll out” the La Posa Travel Management Plan (TMP) in the 2013; however, it still remains open
for public comment.

John MacDonald, BLM Yuma Field Manager, along with Arturo Lopez, BLM
Assistant Field Manager for Recreation, gave a power point presentation regarding the status of the
La Paz Travel Management Plan (TMP). He gave a brief history of the plan and how it has been
evolving, noting it began in 2007 with an “inventory of linear disturbances” identified as “routes”.
He further explained that it is this term that had caused a lot of concern because many of these so-
called “routes” were “closed”, when many of these were not true routes at all.

He stated that BLM had a “kickoff” meeting in Blythe in 2008, and other meetings
through the following years, in 2009, 2012, and 2013. He noted that the November 2013 was a
more useful meeting because of the quality of input by the public. He felt, however, that possibly
there was not enough outreaching as there appeared to be still much concern over the closing of
public routes; and he announced he was present to answer some of those concerns.
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He stated that a public meeting in April in Quartzsite demonstrated that there were
concerns over talk that BLM would deny access to mines in the area. He answered that BLM
cannot deny such access, nor would they want to do so, whether a road is open or not; however, he
stated that BLM is requesting that the public carry their mining papers with them for identification
purposes.

Mr. Lopez went over power point bullets for the TMP proposed alternatives, which
ultimately proposed a closing of approximately 25% of “routes”.

Mr. MacDonald stated that there would be further outreach meeting, noting one was
planned for January 2015, in order for the public to respond to map updates at that time.

Supervisor Irwin stated that she had begun attending the BLM outreach meetings,
having been brought to her attention by the Arizona Sunriders in 2010, because there was the
perception that BLM was arbitrarily closing trails. She stated that there was a lack of
communication “from the get-go”; and three changes of BLM representatives handling the issue,
which caused extreme confusion. She added there is difficulty accessing the maps on the internet,
which has also contributed to the backlash Mr. MacDonald was experiencing.

Mr. MacDonald stated there was a “very large planning area” involved, and their
GIS technicians were just as inconsistent, referring to the frequent changes of representatives.
Discussion continued regarding the availability of information/data from BLM regarding maps.

Doug Ross, Ed Foster, James Keezer, Representative Borelli, George Nault, John
Nault, Jimmy Hall, Pat Jones, Steve Lumbert, Richard McGill, Ken Evans, Star Bearcat, Shanana
Rain Golden Bear, Ron Riffe, Jennifer Jones, Jan Hehr, Robert St. Germain, spoke of
misrepresentation by the BLM, rights regarding public lands, miners “being run off their claims”,
being detained by officers, the need to open dead-end trails for hunters, the importance of the trails
to the local economy, and the mapping of trails in Utah in comparison.

Supervisor Irwin stated that when the trails issues first began she was concerned and
felt that trail routes should incorporate other counties as well for the purpose of encouraging the
much needed revenue in this area. She added that when the first talk of closing trails were
circulating; she had winter visitors expressing that they would not want to come back to La Paz
County if that would happen.

She added that La Paz County has only a 5.3% tax base, with State and Federal lands
making up the majority of the County; and when the word gets around trails could close, it could
cripple the County’s economy.

Mr. MacDonald asked why trails, such as the one noted in Utah, could not be just as
successful here in La Paz County. He expressed that working together with input from the public
could accomplish this.
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Supervisor Irwin stated that Representative Gosar has introduced a Trails Act,
indicating that he was listening to the needs of the area. She added that what works for larger
counties, such as for Maricopa, does not work for the rural areas such as La Paz County.

Ms. Trost reiterated that she; Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Lopez; were there because
Congress instructed them to get feedback from the public. She stated that what she heard from this
worksession was that BLM has “major mapping issues” that needed to be fixed; there were mining
access issues still unanswered; and a “robust economic analysis” needed to be done. She added that
it was their purpose to update the County Board of Supervisors and obtain new input.

Mr. MacDonald noted that there were areas such as archeological sites and
endangered species that need to be considered in the mapped routes.

Discussion ensued with the public expressing frustrations and negative opinions of
government control in general, advising that “no action” be another alternative to the TMP.

Mr. MacDonald commented that revenues collected by the BLM stay in the
communities where they are collected and are put back into the camp sites, ramadas, roads, etc., to
repair weather related damages, and to develop and maintain the lands.

Chairman Wilson stated that he appreciated the outreach efforts by BLM, adding that
he hoped the technical issues on their website would be resolved. He added that other trails systems
such as the one noted in Utah came about through much public involvement and discussion which
he hoped would continue here in La Paz County.

Supervisor Irwin thanked the public for attending, and encouraged them to continue
participating in the discussions regarding the trails and the reasons why the trails need to stay open.

There being no further discussion, Chairman Wilson adjourned the worksession at

12:07 p.m.
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